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findings are not limited to our domes-
tic agencies. As I said at the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee’s first-
ever DEIA hearing convened last year,
between 2002 and 2021, the overall pro-
portion of Black employees at the
State Department decreased from 17
percent to 15 percent. At the time of
our hearing, there were only four ca-
reer Black Ambassadors serving
abroad.

This failure to harness America’s di-
verse talent pool is not only a grave
error, but it also places us at a signifi-
cant disadvantage when we seek to en-
gage our allies and counter our adver-
saries on the world stage.

That is why, as the highest ranking
Latino in the U.S. Congress and the
first chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee of Latino de-
scent, one of my top priorities has been
to promote and expand diversity in our
domestic and international affairs
agencies, including in our most senior
levels.

That is why I introduced diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility—
DEIA—provisions as part of last year’s
State Department authorization bill,
which passed as part of the National
Defense Authorization Act for FY2023.
And, why it is so important to support
paid internship programs and fellow-
ships in Congress, the State Depart-
ment, USAID, Peace Corps, and all of
our international affairs agencies. Be-
cause without these opportunities,
many students of color would be unable
to afford to come work in Washington,
DC.

Our diversity continues to be our Na-
tion’s greatest source of strength, and
we must act on this moral and stra-
tegic imperative to cultivate a rep-
resentative workforce, because, in
every single world crisis that the
United States faces, a more diverse and
more representative U.S. diplomatic
corps would be a valuable asset.

A few years ago, when I was traveling
in China, the diplomat in charge of de-
mocracy and human rights programs at
our Embassy had participated in the
civil rights struggle. His personal his-
tory, his personal eyewitness accounts
of trying to change the course of
events in our country as an African
American man, were a powerful exam-
ple to those fighting for democracy and
human rights in China. I can recount
easily dozens of moments in different
parts of the world where Americans
from diverse backgrounds have made a
powerful case for our country. These
life experiences cannot be replicated,
they cannot be purchased, and they
cannot be bought.

So, as Black History Month comes to
a close, let us not only remember the
critical contributions of African-Amer-
icans in the formulation and execution
of U.S. foreign policy, let us also re-
commit to doing our part to prepare
the leaders who will strengthen and se-
cure our national security in the fu-
ture.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ZACHARY HORTON

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend Zachary Horton of
Warner Robins, GA, for the inspiring
success of his pecan business, the Blind
Squirrel Nut Company.

Mr. Horton’s story demonstrates that
optimism and resilience can lead to
amazing achievements. The Blind
Squirrel Nut Company was born out of
Zachary’s entrepreneurial spirit after
he was diagnosed with a medical condi-
tion that caused him to lose his vision.
Mr. Horton’s self-confidence and deter-
mination empowered him to launch a
pecan business that has served cus-
tomers across middle Georgia for over
a year. The Blind Squirrel Nut Com-
pany also offers a variety of products
to customers nationwide, giving Amer-
icans across the country a taste of
Georgia’s unique pecans.

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend Mr. Zachary Horton
as a champion who against all odds has
been able to fulfill his greatest dream
thanks to his perseverance, passion,
and hope.®

—————

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR ANGEL
MAESTRE

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend Pastor Angel
Maestre for his impact on Augusta’s
Hispanic community.

Pastor Angel Maestre is a beacon of
Georgia, serving as the head pastor at
Oasis Augusta Iglesia for the last 18
years. Over the course of his tenure,
Pastor Maestre has worked to uplift
the community through his countless
yvears of mentorship, selfless acts, and
service. Pastor Maestre has also found-
ed the first Hispanic radio station in
Augusta to better connect the commu-
nity and inform residents of news im-
pacting their neighborhood. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, Pastor Maestre
helped inform the Hispanic community
about vaccinations through his show,
ensuring the community was well in-
formed and staying healthy.

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I com-
mend and recognize Pastor Angel
Maestre for his dedication to Georgia
and the Augusta community.e

———

TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN McKINLEY

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend Ms. Carolyn McKin-
ley for her leadership as executive di-
rector of the Meriwether County Cham-
ber of Commerce.

As chamber executive director, Ms.
McKinley was instrumental in working
with the Flint River Trail, Meriwether
County, and representatives from 18
riverfront counties to create more out-
door recreation opportunities, which
will lead to economic development op-
portunities in southwest Georgia. Dur-
ing last year’s Georgia Governor’s
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tourism conference in Athens, McKin-
ley accepted the Georgia River Net-
work’s 2022 Water Trail Hero Award on
behalf of the Flint River Water Trail
group. This award honors the partner-
ship between the Flint River Water
Trail and Meriwether County leaders
to boost tourism and economic devel-
opment along Georgia’s more than 2,500
river miles.

As Georgia’s U.S. Senator, I recog-
nize and commend Carolyn McKinley’s
leadership as executive director of the
Meriwether County Chamber of Com-
merce and for her commitment to eco-
nomic development in southwest Geor-
gia.e@

————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:33 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 538. An act to require the disclosure of
a camera or recording capability in certain
internet-connected devices.

H.R. 1059. An act to authorize notaries pub-
lic to perform, and to establish minimum
standards for, electronic notarizations and
remote notarizations that occur in or affect
interstate commerce, to require any Federal
court to recognize notarizations performed
by a notarial officer of any State, to require
any State to recognize notarizations per-
formed by a notarial officer of any other
State when the notarization was performed
under or relates to a public Act, record, or
judicial proceeding of the notarial officer’s
State or when the notarization occurs in or
affects interstate commerce, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1108. An act to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to extend the authority
of the Federal Communications Commission
to grant a license or construction permit
through a system of competitive bidding.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 538. An act to require the disclosure of
a camera or recording capability in certain
internet-connected devices; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 1059. An act to authorize notaries pub-
lic to perform, and to establish minimum
standards for, electronic notarizations and
remote notarizations that occur in or affect
interstate commerce, to require any Federal
court to recognize notarizations performed
by a notarial officer of any State, to require
any State to recognize notarizations per-
formed by a notarial officer of any other
State when the notarization was performed
under or relates to a public Act, record, or
judicial proceeding of the notarial officer’s
State or when the notarization occurs in or
affects interstate commerce, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

——————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:
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S. 532. A bill to preserve and protect the
free choice of individual employees to form,
join, or assist labor organizations, or to re-
frain from such activities.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-513. A communication from the Chief of
the Division of Regulations, Jurisdiction,
and Special Park Uses, National Park Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Mount Rainier National Park; Fish-
ing”’ (RIN1024-AE66) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 7,
2023; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-514. A communication from the Chief of
the Division of Regulations, Jurisdiction,
and Special Park Uses, National Park Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Civil Penalties Inflation Adjust-
ments’’ (RIN1024-AE78) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 7,
2023; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-515. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Energy Conserva-
tion Program: Test Procedure for Dish-
washer” (RIN1904-AD96) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 7, 2023; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

EC-516. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Special Areas;
Roadless Area Conservation; National Forest
System Lands in Alaska’ (RIN0596-AD51) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-517. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Land and Minerals Man-
agement, Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement, Department of the In-
terior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Reorganization of
Title 30-Renewable Energy and Alternate
Uses of Existing Facilities on the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf” ((RIN1082-AA03) (Docket ID
BOEM-2022-0042)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 7, 2023; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-518. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Land and Minerals Man-
agement, Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Reorganization of Title 30-Renewable
Energy and Alternate Uses of Existing Fa-
cilities on the Outer Continental Shelf”
((RIN1082-AA03) (Docket ID BOEM-2022—
0042)) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

EC-519. A communication from the Policy
Advisor of Law Enforcement, Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Penalties; 2023 Infla-
tion Adjustments for Civil Monetary Pen-
alties’” (RIN1018-BGT74) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 7,
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2023; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-520. A communication from the Admin-
istrative Assistant of Administrative Sup-
port Services, Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing Five Species That Occur
on San Clemente Island From the Federal
Lists of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants” (RIN1018-BET73) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 7, 2023; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-521. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; Wisconsin; 2015
Ozone Standard” (FRL No. 9950-02-R5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-522. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Clean Air Act Operating Permit Pro-
gram; California; San Diego County Air Pol-
lution Control District; Correction” (FRL
No. 10031-03-R9) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-523. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval; New Mexico; Ex-
cess Emissions” (FRL No. 10186-02-R6) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-524. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; New Hampshire;
Approval of Single Source Order’” (FRL No.
10415-02-R1) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-525. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Finding of Failure to Attain and Re-
classification of the Detroit Area as Mod-
erate for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standards” (FRL No. 10611-01-
Rb5) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-526. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Air Quality: Revi-
sion to the Regulatory Definition of Volatile
Organic Compounds - Exclusion of (2E)-
1,1,1,4,4,4-hexafluorobut-2-ene (HFO-
1336mzz(E))”’ (FRL No. 8371-01-OAR) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on February 7, 2023; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

EC-527. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval;
Texas; Control of Air Pollution from Visible
Emissions and Particulate Matter” (FRL No.
9401-02-R6) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.
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EC-528. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Implementation Plans; New
York; Gasoline Dispensing, Stage I, Stage II
and Transport Vehicles” (FRL No. 9610-02-
R2) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-529. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Alabama; Rescis-
sion of the Finding of Failure to Submit a
State Implementation Plan for Interstate
Transport for the 2015 Ozone National Ambi-
ent Air Qulaity Standards (NAAQS)” (FRL
No. 9895-02-R4) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-530. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Air Quality Imple-
mentation Plan; California; Tuolumne Coun-
ty Air Pollution Control District; Stationary
Source Permits” (FRL No. 9939-02-R9) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-531. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval;
Arizona; Maricopa County; Reasonably
Available Control Technology - Combustion
Sources” (FRL No. 10025-03-R9) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 7, 2023; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-532. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘““Air Plan Dis-
approvals; Interstate Transport of Air Pollu-
tion for the 2015 8-hour Ozone National Am-
bient Air Quality Standards” (FRL No.
10209-01-OAR) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-533. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval;
Missouri; Marginal Nonattainment Plan for
the St. Louis Area for the 2015 8-Hour Ozone
Standard” (FRL No. 10388-02-R7) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
February 7, 2023; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-534. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Air Plan Approval;
Georgia; Atlanta Area Limited Maintenance
Plan for the 1997 8-Hour Ozone NAAQS”
(FRL No. 10401-02-R4) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 7,
2023; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-535. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval;
Tennessee; Revisions to Control of Sulfur Di-
oxide Emissions” (FRL No. 10437-02-R4) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
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